Calcium channel blockers and excitatory amino acids.
The calcium channel blockers (CCB), diltiazem, verapamil and nifedipine, antagonize in mice both N-methyl-DL-aspartate- (NMDLA) and kainate-induced convulsions, which were not affected by carbamazepine and ethosuximide. The CCB, on the other hand, were ineffective against convulsions induced by bicuculline, pentylenetetrazol and electroshock. The results suggest that the CCB may be efficacious in the treatment of those neurodegenerative diseases putatively caused by the excitatory amino acids.